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WISDOM!
SOLOMON RECEIVES
WISDOM
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LESSONS FROM 1 KINGS CHAPTER 3.
Warm greetings. God bless you

| was reading 1 Kings chapter 3
with my teenage son the other
day. This is a very famous chapter.
We all probably know it, | am just
sharing a few points, most of which
are not really new, but some of my
comments may be a blessing to
you at this time, when we all need
a lot more Wisdom! | am using the
Amplified Classic Translation at this
time.

We join this book after King David
had died. David was the father of
Solomon.  will comment in italics.

1 Kings Chapter 3

And Solomon made an alliance with
Pharaoh King of Egypt and took
Pharaoh’s daughter and brought her
into the City of David until he had
finished building his own house and
the house of the Lord, and the wall
around Jerusalem.

Here we see perhaps the very first
seeds of Solomon’s much later
spiritual demise, taking foreign wives
and concubines.

2 But the people sacrificed [to God]
in the high places [as the heathen
did to their idols], for there was no
house yet built to the [a]Name of the
Lord.

3 Solomon loved the Lord, walking
[at first] in the statutes and practices
of David his father, only he sacrificed
and burned incense in the high
places.

4 The king went to Gibeon [near
Jerusalem, where stood the
tabernacle and the bronze altar] to

sacrifice there, for that was the great
high place. One thousand burnt
offerings Solomon offered on that
altar.

It’s very possible that Solomon’s
great attempt to reach out to God in
the way his people knew or thought
to do by offering burnt offerings
brought down the presence f God
that night.

5 In Gibeon the Lord appeared to
Solomon in a dream by night. And
God said, [b]Ask what | shall give

you.

6 Solomon said, You have shown

to Your servant David my father
great mercy and loving-kindness,
according as he walked before You

in faithfulness, righteousness, and
uprightness of heart with You; and
You have kept for him this great
kindness and steadfast love, that You
have given him a son to sit on his
throne this day.

7 Now, O Lord my God, You have
made Your servant king instead of
David my father, and | am [c]but a
lad [in wisdom and experience]; |
know not how to go out (begin) or
come in (finish).

8 Your servant is in the midst of Your
people whom You have chosen, a
great people who cannot be counted
for multitude.

9 So give Your servant an
understanding mind and a hearing
heart to judge Your people, that |
may discern between good and bad.
For who is able to judge and rule this
Your great people?

God came down to see Solomon

in this vivid dream. The Lord was
interested in knowing what Solomon
really wanted in his heart. Solomon
realises his own human weaknesses
and lacks, and displays a very
humble attitude. The Bible says ‘God
resists the proud but gives grace to
the humble’

(James 4:6, 1 Peter 5:5) .

10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon
had asked this.

11 God said to him, Because you
have asked this and have not asked
for long life or for riches, nor for
the lives of your enemies, but have
asked for yourself understanding to
recognize what is just and right,

12 Behold, | have done as you asked.
| have given you a wise, discerning
mind, so that no one before you was
your equal, nor shall any arise after
you equal to you.

13 | have also given you what you
have not asked, both riches and
honour, so that there shall not be
any among the kings equal to you all
your days.

14 And if you will go My way, keep
My statutes and My commandments
as your father David did, then | will
lengthen your days.

God is delighted with Solomon and
bestows upon him the greatest
wisdom any human could ever
had. On top of that, The Lord gives
Solomon the things that he did not
ask for! Riches, wealth, power and
the conditional promise of long life.
This whole scene is a tremendous



example of how we should look at
prayer. So many of us ask for all the
wrong things, we should be following
this example here and also, seeking
to obey and serve the Lord and DO
His Will.

15 Solomon awoke, and behold, it
was a dream. He came to Jerusalem,
stood before the ark of the covenant
of the Lord, and offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings, and
made a feast for all his servants.

The scene ends and Solomon returns
to Jerusalem. He makes a great feast
for all his servants, a wonderful thing
to do!

As the chapter continues now, we
will see the invisible gift of Wisdom
operating in Solomon’s life and mind.

16 Then two women who had
become mothers out of wedlock
came and stood before the king.

We read in another translation

that these two women were in fact
‘harlots’. Being born out of wedlock
is mentioned here for the first time!
Up until recently in the western
world, such things have always been
‘frowned upon’. These two women
now stand before the King himself!

17 And one woman said, O my lord, |
and this woman dwell in one house;
and | was delivered of a child with
her in the house.

18 And the third day after | was
delivered, this woman also was
delivered. And we were together; no
stranger was with us, just we two in

the house.

19 And this woman’s child died in the
night because she lay on him.

20 And she arose at midnight and
took my son from beside me while
your handmaid slept and laid him in
her bosom and laid her dead child in
my bosom.

21 And when | rose to nurse my
child, behold, he was dead. But when
| had considered him in the morning,
behold, it was not the son | had
borne.

22 But the other woman said, No!
But the living one is my son, and the
dead one is your son! And this one
said, No! But the dead son is your
son, and the living is my son. Thus
they spoke before the king.

One of them must be lying! Two
completely polar opposite stories!
And both sound very convincing.

Does any reader here watch ‘Judge
Judy?’

23 The king said, One says, This is my
son that is alive and yours is the dead
one. The other woman says, No! But

your son is the dead one and mine is

the living one.

The King repeats the scenario for the
benefit of the onlookers perhaps and
his court?

24 And the king said, Bring me a
sword. And they brought a sword to
the king.

25 And the king said, Divide the living
child in two and give half to the one
and half to the other.

A brilliant idea, just what the doctor
ordered. It makes perfect sense
really, but possibly never been done
before! The King already knew
though exactly what he was going to
do. Obviously it now looked like the
soldier or whoever it was, was going
to cut the baby in two.

26 Then the mother of the living child
said to the king, for she yearned over
her son, O my lord, give her the living
baby, and by no means slay him. But
the other said, Let him not be mine
or yours, but divide him.

27 Then the king said, Give her [who
pleads for his life] the living baby,
and by no means slay him. She is the
child’s mother.

28 And all Israel heard of the
judgment which the king had made,
and they stood in awe of him, for
they saw that the wisdom of God
was in him to do justice.

The king’s words and actions ‘cut’
right to the heart and the truth of
the matter, only the real mother
wanted the baby to live, while this
also exposed the wickedness of the
other mother, whose baby had died.
Don’t ask me who was who, we only
really need to know that ‘justice was
served’! Praise the Lord, and the baby
was reunited with the real loving
mother.

This chapter shows us the very first
manifestation of great Wisdom in the
Bible by King Solomon. Remember
Wisdom is an invisible gift, but
manifests itself through actions and
deeds.

God bless you all! Following now is
an amazing Bible study on Wisdom!

Until next week,
Jerry for the WCF Team

Why was Gibeon important in the
Bible. Gogle Search

Footnotes

1 Kings 3:2 See footnote on Deut.
12:5.

1 Kings 3:5 This is the high privilege
of the child of God. Each one’s life



tells what he has asked for—“in
heaven above or in the earth
beneath.” Which shall it be, God’s
will and glory, or our own?

1 Kings 3:7 Solomon was already a
father (see | Kings 11:42; 14:21).

WISDOM

Definition: The God-given
ability to judge or discern correctly
and to follow the best course
of action, based on knowledge
and understanding; learning and
experience acquired over a period
of time; ability to see beneath the
surface of things.

1. Wisdom is an in-
valuable gift of God.

~ Proverbs 16:16 How much
better is it to get wisdom
than gold! And to get
understanding rather to be
chosen than silver!

~ Job 28:12-19 Where shall

wisdom be found? And where
is the place of understanding?
13 Man knoweth not the price

thereof; neither is it found
in the land of the living. 15 It
cannot be gotten for gold,

neither shall silver be weighed

for the price thereof. 17 The
gold and the crystal cannot
equal it: and the exchange
of it shall not be for jewels of
fine gold.

~ Proverbs 3:13,14 Happy is the
man that findeth wisdom,
and the man that getteth
understanding. 14 For the
merchandise of it is better
than the merchandise of
silver, and the gain thereof
than fine gold. [See also

Following is a Bible Study on
"Wisdom" using the King James
Version of the Bible.

Proverbs 16:16.]

~ Proverbs 8:11 For wisdom is
better than rubies; and all the
things that may be desired
are not to be compared to it.

2. Wisdom is one of

the most important
virtues in life.

~ Proverbs 4:7 Wisdom is the
principal thing; therefore
get wisdom: and with all thy
getting get understanding.

~ Ecclesiastes 7:19 Wisdom
strengtheneth the wise more
than ten mighty men which
are in the city.

~ Ecclesiastes 9:16a,18a Then
said I, Wisdom is better than
strength. 18a Wisdom is
better than weapons of war.

~ Ecclesiastes 7:12b Wisdom
giveth life to them that have
it.

~ lIsaiah 33:6a And wisdom
and knowledge shall be the
stability of thy times.

3. Wisdom -- or the
lack of it -- can make
the difference be-
tween success and
failure, victory and
defeat.

Proverbs 2:10-12 When
wisdom entereth into thine
heart, and knowledge is
pleasant unto thy soul; 11
Discretion shall preserve
thee, understanding shall
keep thee: 12 To deliver thee
from the way of the evil man,
from the man that speaketh
froward things.

Proverbs 3:21-23 My son, let
not them depart from thine
eyes: keep sound wisdom and
discretion: 22 So shall they be
life unto thy soul, and grace to
thy neck. 23 Then shalt thou
walk in thy way safely, and thy
foot shall not stumble.

Proverbs 4:5,6 Get wisdom,
get understanding: forget

it not; neither decline from
the words of my mouth. 6
Forsake her not, and she shall
preserve thee: love her, and
she shall keep thee.

Matthew 10:16 Behold, |
send you forth as sheep in
the midst of wolves: be ye
therefore wise as serpents,
and harmless as doves.

Ephesians 5:15,16 See then
that ye walk circumspectly,
not as fools, but as wise, 16
Redeeming the time, because
the days are evil.

4. Wisdom begins
with a fear (rever-
ence, respect) of the
Lord.



Proverbs 9:10 The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom: and the knowledge
of the holy is understanding.
[See also Psalm 111:10a.]

Job 28:28 And unto man
He said, Behold, the fear of
the Lord, that is wisdom;
and to depart from evil is
understanding.

Proverbs 8:13,14 The fear

of the Lord is to hate evil:
pride, and arrogancy, and
the evil way, and the froward
mouth, do | hate. 14 Counsel
is Mine, and sound wisdom:
| am understanding; | have
strength.

Proverbs 15:33a The fear of
the Lord is the instruction of
wisdom.

5. Wisdom is the abil-

ity to see matters as

the Lord sees them, in

order to judge them
correctly.

John 7:24 Judge not according
to the appearance, but judge
righteous judgment.

1Samuel 16:7b For the Lord
seeth not as man seeth; for
man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the Lord
looketh on the heart.

Proverbs 24:23 These things
also belong to the wise. It is
not good to have respect of
persons in judgment.

Isaiah 55:8,9 For My thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways My ways, saith
the Lord. 9 For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so
are My ways higher than your
ways, and My thoughts than

your thoughts.

~ John 5:30 | can of Mine Own
Self do nothing: as | hear, |
judge: and My judgment is
just; because | seek not Mine
Own will, but the will of the
Father which hath sent Me.

~ John 8:15,16 Ye judge after the
flesh; | judge no man. 16 And
yet if | judge, My judgment is
true: for | am not alone, but |
and the Father that sent Me.

6. Wisdom is to right-
ly apply and then
follow the Word of
God. It is built upon

a knowledge and un-
derstanding of God’s
Word.

~ Deuteronomy 4:5,6 Behold, |
have taught you statutes and
judgments, even as the Lord
my God commanded me,
that ye should do so in the
land whither ye go to possess
it. 6 Keep therefore and do
them; for this is your wisdom
and your understanding
in the sight of the nations,
which shall hear all these
statutes, and say, Surely this
great nation is a wise and
understanding people.

~ Psalm 19:7b The testimony of
the Lord is sure, making wise
the simple.

~  Psalm 119:98-100 Thou
through Thy commandments
hast made me wiser than
mine enemies: for they are
ever with me. 99 | have more
understanding than all my
teachers: for Thy testimonies
are my meditation. 100 |
understand more than the

ancients, because | keep Thy
precepts.

Psalm 119:104 Through Thy
precepts | get understanding:
therefore | hate every false
way.

Psalm 119:130 The entrance
of Thy Words giveth light; it
giveth understanding unto

the simple.

Psalm 119:169b Give me
understanding according to
Thy Word.

Matthew 7:24,25 Therefore
whosoever heareth these
sayings of Mine, and doeth
them, | will liken him unto
a wise man, which built his
house upon a rock: 25 And
the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds
blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell not: for it
was founded upon a rock.

Colossians 3:16a Let the Word
of Christ dwell in you richly in
all wisdom.

2 Timothy 3:15 And that from
a child thou hast known the
Holy Scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto
Salvation through faith which
isin Christ Jesus. [See also
verses 16-17 and 2 Timothy
2:15.]

7. We behave wisely
when we prayerfully
look to the Lord for
guidance.

Isaiah 30:21 And thine ears

shall hear a word behind thee,
saying, This is the way, walk ye
in it, when ye turn to the right

hand, and when ye turn to the
left.



Isaiah 42:16 And | will bring
the blind by a way that they
knew not; | will lead them

in paths that they have not
known: | will make darkness
light before them, and
crooked things straight.
These things will I do unto
them, and not forsake them.

Isaiah 48:17 Thus saith the
Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy
One of Israel; | am the Lord
thy God which teacheth

thee to profit, which leadeth
thee by the way that thou
shouldest go.

Jeremiah 33:3 Call unto Me,
and | will answer thee, and
shew thee great and mighty
things, which thou knowest
not.

Hosea 6:3a Then shall we
know, if we follow on to know
the Lord.

8. Wisdom is also
gained through godly
counsel, correction
and instruction.

Proverbs 1:5 A wise man
will hear, and will increase
learning; and a man of
understanding shall attain
unto wise counsels.

Proverbs 9:8b,9 Rebuke a wise
man, and he will love thee.

9 Give instruction to a wise
man, and he will be yet wiser:
teach a just man, and he will
increase in learning.

Proverbs 12:15 The way of a
fool is right in his own eyes:
but he that hearkeneth unto
counsel is wise.

Proverbs 13:1 A wise son
heareth his father's
instruction: but a scorner
heareth not rebuke.

Proverbs 13:10b With the well
advised is wisdom.

Proverbs 13:20 He that
walketh with wise men shall
be wise: but a companion of
fools shall be destroyed.

Proverbs 15:31 The ear that
heareth the reproof of life
abideth among the wise.

Proverbs 19:20 Hear counsel,
and receive instruction, that
thou mayest be wise in thy
latter end.

Ecclesiastes 7:5 It is better to
hear the rebuke of the wise,
than for a man to hear the
song of fools.

9. Personal experi-
ence also teaches wis-
dom.

Deuteronomy 32:7 Remember
the days of old, consider the
years of many generations:
ask thy father, and he will
shew thee; thy elders, and
they will tell thee.

Job 32:7 | said, Days should
speak, and multitude of years
should teach wisdom.

Job 12:12 With the ancient is
wisdom; and in length of days
understanding.

10. Wisdom is a gift
of the Spirit, which
we can receive by pe-
titioning God.

1 Corinthians 12:78 But the
manifestation of the Spirit is
given to every man to profit
withal. 8 For to one is given by
the Spirit the word of wisdom;
to another the word of
knowledge by the same Spirit.

James 1:5 If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God,
that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not; and it
shall be given him.

John 14:26 But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost,
Whom the Father will send

in My Name, He shall teach
you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance,
whatsoever | have said unto
you. [See also John 16:13.]

1 Corinthians 2:9,10,12,13 But
as it is written, Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart
of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them
that love Him. 10 But God
hath revealed them unto us
by His Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the
deep things of God. 12 Now
we have received, not the
spirit of the world, but the
Spirit which is of God; that
we might know the things
that are freely given to us of
God. 13 Which things also we
speak, not in the words which
man’s wisdom teacheth,

but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual
things with spiritual.

Ephesians 1:17 That the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give unto
you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge
of Him.



~ 1John 2:20 But ye have an
unction [anointing] from the
Holy One, and ye know all
things.

11. Though wisdom
is a gift of God, we
must earnestly seek
it and apply ourselves
to receive it.

~ Psalm 90:12 So teach us to
number our days, that we may
apply our hearts unto wisdom.

~ Proverbs 2:1-6,9 My son, if
thou wilt receive my words,
and hide my commandments
with thee; 2 So that thou
incline thine ear unto wisdom,
and apply thine heart to
understanding; 3 Yea, if
thou criest after knowledge,
and liftest up thy voice for
understanding; 4 If thou
seekest her as silver, and
searchest for her as for hid
treasures; 5 Then shalt thou
understand the fear of the
Lord, and find the knowledge
of God. 6 For the Lord
giveth wisdom: out of His
mouth cometh knowledge
and understanding. 9 Then
shalt thou understand
righteousness, and judgment,
and equity; yea, every good
path.

~ Proverbs 5:1,2 My son,
attend unto My wisdom,
and bow thine ear to My
understanding: 2 That thou
mayest regard discretion,
and that thy lips may keep
knowledge.

~ Proverbs 8:33,35 Hear
instruction, and be wise, and
refuse it not. 35 For whoso

findeth Me findeth life, and
shall obtain favour of the
Lord.

* Proverbs 18:15 The heart
of the prudent getteth knowledge;
and the ear of the wise seeketh
knowledge.

12. The Lord gives His
wisdom to those who
do not trust in their
own.

*1Kings 3:7-12 [Solomon's
prayer, when he became king:] And
now, O Lord my God, Thou hast
made thy servant king instead of
David my father: and | am but a little
child: I know not how to go out or
come in. 8 And Thy servant is in the
midst of Thy people which Thou
hast chosen, a great people, that
cannot be numbered nor counted
for multitude. 9 Give therefore Thy
servant an understanding heart
to judge Thy people, that | may
discern between good and bad:
for who is able to judge this Thy so
great a people? 10 And the speech
pleased the Lord, that Solomon had
asked this thing. 11 And God said
unto him, Because thou hast asked
this thing, and hast not asked for
thyself long life; neither hast asked
riches for thyself, nor hast asked
the life of thine enemies; but hast
asked for thyself understanding
to discern judgment; 12 Behold, |
have done according to Thy Words:
lo, I have given thee a wise and an
understanding heart; so that there
was none like thee before thee,
neither after thee shall any arise like
unto thee.

* Proverbs 3:5-7 Trust in the
Lord with all thine heart; and lean
not unto thine own understanding. 6

In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and
He shall direct thy paths. 7 Be not
wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord,
and depart from evil.

* Proverbs 11:2b With the
lowly is wisdom.

* Proverbs 23:4b Cease from

thine own wisdom.

* Luke 10:21 In that hour
Jesus rejoiced in Spirit, and said,
| thank Thee, O Father, Lord of
Heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid
these things from the [worldly] wise
and prudent, and hast revealed them
unto babes [the unlearned]: even so,
Father; for so it seemed good in Thy
sight.

13. The wisdom of
this world is not the
wisdom of God.

~ 1Corinthians 3:18,19 Let no
man deceive himself. If any
man among you seemeth to
be wise in this world, let him
become a fool, that he may
be wise. 19 For the wisdom
of this world is foolishness
with God. For it is written, He
taketh the wise in their own
craftiness.

~ Proverbs 26:12 Seest thou a
man wise in his own conceit?
there is more hope of a fool
than of him.

~ lIsaiah 5:21 Woe unto them
that are wise in their own
eyes, and prudent in their
own sight!

~ Romans 1:22 Professing
themselves to be wise, they
became fools.

~ James 3:14-17 But if ye have
bitter envying and strife in
your hearts, glory not, and lie



not against the truth. 15 This
wisdom descendeth not from
Above, but is earthly, sensual,
devilish.

14. Wisdom and obe-
dience to God go

hand in hand.

Psalm 111:10b A good
understanding have all they
that do His commandments.

Psalm 119:34,35 Give me
understanding, and |

shall keep Thy law; yea, |
shall observe it with my
whole heart. 35 Make me

to go in the path of Thy
commandments; for therein
do | delight.

Ecclesiastes 2:26a For God
giveth to a man that is good
in His sight [obedient to Him]
wisdom, and knowledge,

and joy. [See also 2 Timothy
1:13,14.]

15. The common
sense that the Lord
gives about practical
matters is also a part
of His gift of wisdom.

Job 32:8 But there is a spirit
in man: and the inspiration
of the Almighty giveth them
understanding.

Exodus 31:1-6 And the Lord
spake unto Moses, saying,
2 See, | have called by
name Bezaleel the son of
Uri, the son of Hur, of the
tribe of Judah: 3 And | have
filled him with the Spirit
of God, in wisdom, and

in understanding, and in

knowledge, and in all manner
of workmanship, 4 To devise
cunning works, to work in
gold, and in silver, and in
brass, 5 And in cutting of
stones, to set them, and in
carving of timber, to work in
all manner of workmanship.
6 And |, behold, | have given
with him Aholiab, the son
of Ahisamach, of the tribe
of Dan: and in the hearts of
all that are wise hearted |
have put wisdom, that they
may make all that | have
commanded thee. [See also
Exodus 36:2.]

16. It’s wise to be
prayerful and cau-
tious.

~ Ecclesiastes 8:5 A wise man'’s
heart discerneth both time
and judgment.

~ Proverbs 14:29 He that is
slow to wrath is of great
understanding: but he that is
hasty of spirit exalteth folly.

~ Proverbs 19:11 The discretion
of a man deferreth his anger;
and it is his glory to pass over
a transgression.

~ James 1:19,20 Wherefore, my
beloved brethren, let every
man be swift to hear, slow to
speak, slow to wrath: 20 For
the wrath of man worketh not
the righteousness of God.

17. In conversation,
the wise are some-
times silent, never
hasty, always prayer-
ful.

Job 13:5 O that ye would
altogether hold your peace!
And it should be your wisdom.

Job 15:2,3 Should a wise man
utter vain knowledge, and fill
his belly with the east wind?
3 Should he reason with
unprofitable talk? Or with
speeches wherewith he can
do no good?

Proverbs 10:32 The lips of
the righteous know what is
acceptable: but the mouth
of the wicked speaketh
frowardness.

Proverbs 17:27 He that hath
knowledge spareth his words:
and a man of understanding
is of an excellent spirit.

James 3:13 Who is a wise man
and endued with knowledge
among you? Let him shew
out of a good conversation
his works with meekness of
wisdom.

18. When we are
guided by the Lord’s
wisdom, the results
are always good.

Proverbs 16:20 He that
handleth a matter wisely shall
find good: and whoso trusteth
in the Lord, happy is he.

Proverbs 19:8 He that
getteth wisdom loveth his
own soul: he that keepeth
understanding shall find
good.

James 3:1718 But the wisdom
that is from Above is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be intreated, full
of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality, and without
hypocrisy. 18 And the fruit



of righteousness is sown in
peace of them that make

peace.

~ Proverbs 11:30 The fruit of the
righteous is a tree of life; and
he that winneth souls is wise.
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