
this work made much money. 

25 Demetrius had a meeting 
with these men and some 
others who did the same kind 
of work. He told them, “Men, 
you know that we make a lot of 
money from our business. 

26 But look at what this 
man Paul is doing! He has 
convinced and turned away 
many people in Ephesus and in 
almost all of Asia! He says the 
gods that men make are not 
real. 

27 There is a danger that our 
business will lose its good 
name. But there is also another 
danger: People will begin to 
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God bless you! This week we 
are taking a lesson from the dear 
Apostle Paul. We are learning 
an amazing thought that applies 
to us today. I pray this issue will 
resonate with you as it has done 
with me recently. It’s amazing how 
much Truth there is in the Bible 
and how the scriptures can be 
applied to so many events, people, 
and present-day situations. 

 Our text is Acts 19: 21-41 

The Apostle Paul travelled great-
ly and there are possibly hundreds 
or thousands of books regarding 
his life and travels and the laying 
of the foundations of the early 
church, along with the other Apos-
tles in the generation right after 
Jesus ascended. 

Here we find Paul remaining in 
Asia where he went at the calling 
of God in a vision. He has now de-
termined to set out eventually for 
Rome and is going through ‘Asia 
Minor’. In this chapter he arrives 
in the spring of A.D 52 at the large 
city of Ephesus located in modern 
day Turkey. 

Jesus, through Paul and his 
friends, was having a massive 
effect in this important city (read 
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first part of the chapter). So, 
whenever the Gospel is being fruit-
ful, the devil raises up people or 
other means to try, in vain ,to stop 
it but God always brings a victory. 
And this in a way is why I enjoy 
this story! I’m reading today in 
the rather excellent International 
Children’s Bible! (ICB)

23 But during that time, there 
was some serious trouble in Ephe-
sus about the Way of Jesus. 

24 There was a man named 
Demetrius, who worked with silver. 
He made little silver models that 
looked like the temple of the god-
dess Artemis. (also known as The 
Goddess Diana. I’ll use that name 
from now on). The men who did 

WOKERY* IN EPHESUS**



think that the temple of the great 
goddess Diana is not important! 
Her greatness will be destroyed. 
And Diana is the goddess that 
everyone in Asia and the whole 
world worships.”  

28 When the men (his fellow 
silversmiths) heard this, they 
became very angry. They shouted, 
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 

The preaching of the Gospel 
opened some of the public’s 
minds to the uselessness of both 
the Goddess Diana and also the 
little (or possibly big) silver im-
ages Demetrius and his chums 
made! In short, the Gospel was de-
stroying these people’s finances, 
their livelihoods, and secondarily 
they mentioned it could destroy 
their reputations and the reputa-
tion of the Great Goddess Diana. 
At this point in time the whole of 
that part of the world ‘worshipped’ 
Diana and she even had a very 
important temple!  

So here was this man Demetrius 
believing himself that the images 
themselves were not real any-
way, as they were made by (his) 
hands. He must have known that 
all along, but income was the key 
and lots of it! Religion makes a lot 
of money for astute people, even 
Christians. 

After Demetrius had summed up 
the situation, watch what hap-
pens next! 

29 The whole city became con-
fused. The people grabbed Gaius 
and Aristarchus. (These two men 
were from Macedonia and were 
traveling with Paul.) Then all the 
people ran to the theatre. 

30 Paul wanted to go in and talk 
to the crowd, but the followers did 
not let him. 31 Also, some leaders 
of Asia were friends of Paul. They 
sent him a message, begging him 
not to go into the theatre.+ 32 
Some people were shouting one 
thing, and some were shouting an-
other. The meeting was complete-
ly confused. Most of the people 
did not know why they had come 
together. 

33 The Jews put a man named 
Alexander in front of the people. 
Some of them had told him what 
to do. Alexander waved his hand 
because he wanted to explain 
things to the people. 

34 But when they saw that Alex-
ander was a Jew, they all began 
shouting the same thing. They 
continued shouting for two hours: 
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”

As I read this last week, it was 
amazing to think that a whole 
population of a city could be 
shouting out loud for two whole 
hours! Here were people truly out 
of their minds at the presence of 
the Gospel. 

And I learned from this that when 
people feel threatened, they start 
shouting out what their belief 
system is, or what football team 
they support, or that abortion is 
absolutely ok, or that men can 
become women, or that of course 
there should be unisex toilets for 
transgenders, and anyone oppos-
ing that idea is wicked.  They will 

shout out that you are wicked 
instead because it’s really the en-
emy himself in them. But can you 
really imagine two hours of that? 
If we haven’t seen it yet, perhaps 
we will soon, or it may not only 
be shouting in these days, but it 
could be continuous, relentless 
false messages and information 
to get you to give up our Christian 
beliefs. They are also ‘shouting’ 
continuously on social media.  

Here were all these woke people 
in Ephesus who were so smart 
that they ‘knew’ the image or sa-
cred stone of the Goddess Diana 
had indeed fallen out of the sky. 
Thankfully there was an Ephesus 
city official who had some sense 
of calm:

35 Then the city clerk made the 
crowd be quiet. He said, “Men of 
Ephesus, everyone knows that 
Ephesus is the city that keeps the 
temple of the great goddess Di-
ana. All people know that we also 
keep her holy stone that fell from 
heaven. 36 No one can say that 
this is not true. So, you should be 
quiet. You must stop and think 
before you do anything. 

37 You brought these men here, 
but they have not said anything 
evil against our goddess. They 
have not stolen anything from her 
temple. 38 We have courts of law, 
and there are judges. Do Deme-
trius and the men who work with 
him have a charge against any-
one? They should go to the courts! 
That is where they can argue with 
each other! 39 Is there something 
else you want to talk about? It 
can be decided at the regular 
town meeting of the people. 40 
I say this because some people 
might see this trouble today and 
say that we are rioting. We could 
not explain this because there is 
no real reason for this meeting.” 
41 After the city clerk said these 
things, he told the (woke) people 
to go home.

    Well, thank God a cool head 
prevailed in Ephesus that day, 
and one man with at least some 



understanding of their law, and 
common sense was able to get 
people to wake up out of their 
wokery! But remember it took a 
couple of hours of full-blown wok-
ery before things began to calm 
down.  Whether wokery boils up in 
climate change protestors, or any 
other kind of new (old) mindsets, 
it can seem pretty frightening at 
the time. (Artemis (Diana) is still 
worshipped today, to a lesser 
degree of course, and there are 
one or two web sites devoted to 
her and teaching people how to 
please her!)

   This city official specifically 
told them ‘be quiet’ and to ‘stop 
and think’ before they did any-
thing.  

Thank God there are still laws 
and also Christian organizations 
that legally fight against these 
types of persecutions.  

So don’t be alarmed at wokery, 
it’s been here since the beginning 
of time! It’s just a manifestation 
of the devil’s mind and we should 
remember that. Resist the wokery 
and it shall flee from you! 

James 4:7

Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you.

Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow 
of wokery,

I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me.  (One day we may 
very well be walking through the 
valley of the shadow of wokery 
ourselves.) 

Wokery produces agitated 
thought! 

This is very important to remem-
ber as believers. It’s also the ‘Spirit 
of the Prince of the air which now 
works in the children of disobedi-
ence’. So wokery is a sign of dis-
obedience to God in all its forms. 
(Ephesians 2:1-3) 

Luke 12:1b Be on your guard 
against the leaven (ferment) of 
the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy 
[producing unrest and violent agi-
tation]. Wokery eventually produc-
es violence if left unchallenged or 
unchecked. 

Let’s take some time this week to 
ask the Lord to deliver us from evil 
as the Lord’s prayer says. Wokery 
is nothing but a great scam of the 
enemy and manifests in so many 
forms today.  Over recent years it 
has taken over the western world 
but is not limited to that location. 
The great battlefields of today are 
first in people’s minds. Let’s ask 
for the wisdom that is from above:

James 3: 13 Who is a wise man 
and endued with knowledge 
among you? let him shew out of a 
good conversation his works with 
meekness of wisdom.

14 But if ye have bitter envying 
and strife in your hearts, glory 
not, and lie not against the truth. 
(Wokery lies against the Truth of 
God).

15 This wisdom descendeth not 
from above, but is earthly, sensu-
al, devilish.

16 For where envying and strife 
is, there is confusion and every 
evil work.

17 But the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peacea-
ble, gentle, and easy to be intreat-

ed, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy. (You will notice that 
woke people are never ‘meek’ as 
this verse says) 

18 And the fruit of righteousness 
is sown in peace of them that 
make peace. 

God bless you. May God bless 
you with a woke-free life! Jesus 
said: ‘You shall know the truth 
and the truth shall make you free!’  
John 8:32 

Until next week 

Jerry 

* Wokery means: a way of refer-
ring to the acts and opinions of 
people who are especially aware 
of social problems such as racism 
and inequality, used by people 
who do not approve of these acts 
and opinions:

** Ephesus was an ancient port 
city whose well-preserved ruins 
are in modern-day Turkey. The city 
was once considered the most 
important Greek city and the most 
important trading centre in the 
Mediterranean region. Throughout 
history, Ephesus survived multiple 
attacks and changed hands many 
times between conquerors.

Temple of Artemis | History & 
Facts | Britannica  explains what 
happened to the temple of Arte-
mis (Diana) 

Wokery is everywhere in the UK 
and western world.

  Maya Forstater: Woman loses 
tribunal over transgender tweets - 
BBC News

A fascinating article and the 
downfall of many men, Christian 
and otherwise. Men Refusing To 
Work Alone With Women: The HR 
And Legal Guide | Fisher Phillips
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Piers Morgan left speechless 
over latest woke term - YouTube  
(‘Pregnant People’ a latest woke 
expression, discussed) 

get woke, go broke (literally) - 
YouTube 

“Whiteness: A Problem of Our 
Time”: Nurse Sues NHS For Racist 
Class Saying Bible & Whites Are 
Racist - YouTube 

The United Nations Temple 
of Pagan Worship and the New 
World Order - YouTube fascinat-
ing, but somewhat scary mini doc-
umentary about pagans includes 
‘Artemis’ starting around 5 min-
utes 17 seconds 

References to  web sites does 
not mean in any way that the 
WEEKLY CHRISTIAN FOCUS  
recommends them for regular 
viewing. 
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