
Seal of a biblical king is found. 
By Tia GhoseDecember 7, 2015
The royal seal of a biblical king has been unearthed near the 
Temple Mount in Jerusalem. The seal, a clay impression 
depicting a two-winged sun with two ankh symbols on either 
side, was once used to seal papyrus documents associated 
with King Hezekiah, who ruled Judea from 727 B.C. to 698 
B.C. The seal was unearthed in an ancient trash heap near the 
walls of the Temple Mount.

The main thing the Lord 
seemed to be interested in 
about Hezekiah was that he 
learned his lessons and that He 
was purged from his sins. (Very 
much like us!) This doesn’t hap-
pen too much in scripture, but 
in the life of Hezekiah, the Lord 
was very interested in ‘testing 
him’.  
 
LESSONS:

Let’s look at the section 2 
kings 20:12-20 in your Old 
Testament.   Amplified Bible, 
Classic Edition. Pray with me 
and read and see what the Lord 
may show you!  
12 At that time Mero-
dach-baladan son of Baladan 
king of Babylon sent letters and 
a present to Hezekiah, for he 
had heard of Hezekiah’s illness. 
13 And Hezekiah rejoiced and 
welcomed the embassy and 
showed them all his treas-
ure-house—the silver, gold, 
spices, precious ointment, 
his armoury, and all that was 
found in his treasuries. There 
was nothing in his house or 
(that came from)  all his realm 
(whole kingdom!)  that Hezeki-
ah did not show them.
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Greetings and God bless you! 

   King Hezekiah was an impor-
tant king of Judah during the 
approximate dates of 715 B.C to 
686 B.C of his reign.  So, histori-
ans believe he reigned more or 
less 29 years in Jerusalem and 
the areas of Judah and Benjamin. 
Hezekiah lived also during the 
time of the great Prophet Isaiah. 
In world History both Assyria and 
Babylon were active and vying for 
world domination of that part of 
the planet. 

Hezekiah was a descendant of 
King David, being the great grand-
son (X9) of his illustrious father.

The Assyrian Empire was the 
predominant world power at this 
time. Babylon would eventually 
become the world empire a short 
time later, and her agents feature 
in this lesson today.  
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I enjoy reading the stories con-
cerning King Hezekiah, but the 
message I am sharing today is an 
obscure lesson which has great 
meaning I think for each of us be-
lievers in these challenging days! 

These lessons are vital for us to-
day because they teach us a cou-
ple of lessons that we must learn 
in order to have the best chance 
of following the Lord in these End 
Times, I believe.  

This message today is taken 
from the scriptures in …. 2 kings 
20:12-24 and also Isaiah 39 
(whole chapter). These passages 
are almost identical, but not quite, 
so I encourage you to read both of 
them to capture the subtle nuanc-
es in each of them. 

At the height of his power, King 
Hezekiah had great riches. He 
ruled over Jerusalem and all of 
Judah (which combined were the 
two tribes who remained after the 
dividing of the Kingdom under 
Jeroboam). He had also been 
involved in major engineering 
projects which proved later to 
significantly benefit Jerusalem 
throughout her history.  So, there 
is a lot of good to be said about 
Hezekiah. 

VALUABLE LESSONS FOR US 
FROM THE LIFE OF KING 

HEZEKIAH, KING OF JUDAH!



14 Then Isaiah the prophet (of 
God) came to King Hezekiah and 
said, What did these men say? 
From where did they come to you? 
Hezekiah said, They are from a far 
country, from Babylon.

15 Isaiah said, What have they 
seen in your house? Hezekiah 
answered, They have seen all that 
is in my house. There is no treas-
ure of mine that I have not shown 
them.

16 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, 
Hear the word of the Lord!

17 Behold, the time is coming 
when all that is in your house, and 
that which your forefathers have 
stored up till this day, shall be 
carried to Babylon; nothing shall 
be left, says the Lord.

18 And some of your sons who 
shall be born to you shall be taken 
away, and they shall be eunuchs 
in the palace of Babylon’s king.

19 Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, 
The word of the Lord you have 
spoken is good. For he thought, Is 
it not good, if [all this evil is meant 
for the future and] peace and se-
curity shall be in my days?

20 The rest of the acts of Heze-
kiah, and all his might, and how he 
made the pool and the canal and 

brought water into the city, are 
they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 

Praise the Lord, a very unusu-
al and quite unique passage of 
scripture! 

Although the Babylonian mes-
sengers or ambassadors were 
ostensibly coming to bring a 
message of peace and congratu-
lations from their king far away in 
Babylon, they were still loyal and 
bound to that king and not Hezeki-
ah, despite some seeming friend-
ship with king Hezekiah.  We must 
also remember that Hezekiah was 
one of God’s people, in a special 
covenant with Yahweh to His peo-
ple the Jews at that time.  Every-
one else, every other kingdom was 
at that time outside the blessing 
of God, they were ‘outside the 
kingdom’ so to speak. 

It seems Hezekiah had a very 
enthusiastic character and had 
a big heart but here he forgot his 
responsibilities to the Lord. He 
showed these un-covenanted 
people, all his riches, his wealth, 
his weapons and absolutely 
everything! In other words, Heze-
kiah disclosed to this ambassage 
all that they could have wished to 
know regarding where his wealth 
was, how much there was and 
how many weapons he had and 
what type. This is truly shocking in 
the sense of warfare, caution and 
wisdom. Why would he do that? 
We are not told, perhaps it was 
that feeling many of us get some-
times to show off how great we 
are, or simply to be so friendly and 
hospitable with others that we are 
far kinder and more generous and 
accommodating than we should 
be. 

Even though these ambassadors 
were apparently friendly, we can 
understand that no ambassage is 
that friendly that their first loyal-
ties won’t lie with their own nation 
and kingdom. This information 
they obtained, freely given from 
Hezekiah, was really like receiv-
ing classified information. If their 

kingdom one day in the future 
should not be friendly with Judah, 
then the information may prove 
valuable. And that is exactly what 
happened. 

The prophet Isaiah took a very 
dim view of Hezekiah’s behaviour 
and asked him three direct ques-
tions. 

• What did these men say? 

• From where did they come 
to you? 

• What have they seen in 
your house?

Isaiah proclaims very clearly the 
punishment that Hezekiah would 
have to receive due to this in vers-
es 16-18. Shocking stuff. 

What is there to learn here for us 
in these end time days of great 
persecution everywhere? Let me 
share some of my thoughts and 
you may have others also. I’ll put 
them also in point form. 

• As Christians, we should 
be prayerful how much informa-
tion was ‘pass on’ to others who 
don’t need to know each time we 
open our mouths. 

• There is no where to hide 
from the present social credit 
system.  The powers that be know 
a very great deal about us. 

• But we can minimise to a 
large extent who knows about us, 
our families, our wealth (or lack of 
it), our jobs for the Lord and even 
where we live, if they don’t need to 



know.  In fact, there is a long list 
of information we can avoid giving 
to others. 

• When we are not prayer-
ful, we allow others to see into 
our lives, and at the same time 
in many cases they are total 
strangers to us.  We have no idea 
often whether they could be kind 
people or criminals. 

• Let’s ask the Lord to help 
us guard our children, our families 
by walking in wisdom to them that 
are outside the Kingdom of God! 

Check out these brilliant verses 
from St Paul. He was right on it! 

Colossians 4: 5 Behave your-
selves wisely [living prudently and 
with discretion] in your relations 
with those of the outside world 
(the non-Christians), making the 
very most of the time and seizing 
(buying up) the opportunity.

6 Let your speech at all times be 
gracious (pleasant and winsome), 
seasoned [as it were] with salt, [so 
that you may never be at a loss] 
to know how you ought to answer 
anyone [who puts a question to 
you].

• Jesus guarded his 
spiritual wealth; He only spoke in 
riddles to them who were ‘without’ 
(outside). On many occasions He 
only took with Him his closest 
three disciples. Only His disciples 
knew he went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, no one else. The en-
emies of Christ had to pay money 
to get the information. 

• God wants us to wake up 
to our Birthright and our Inher-
itance with the saints of Light!  
Colossians 1:12 

• Take some time this week 

and just listen to other people 
when you are out and about. Its 
quite incredible to me how much 
information people give out to oth-
er people in casual conversation. 
And that’s the problem- it’s casual. 
The Lord doesn’t want us to have 
casual conversation that gives 
out unnecessary information. It 
doesn’t mean we can’t be friend-
ly and kind, and even a faithful 
witness, but that’s the lesson I am 
taking from Hezekiah, and obvi-
ously he suffered a quite serious 
judgment of God for it. 

• Let people form wrong 
impressions. 

 Finally, I should add this little 
anecdote of something I learned 
in China on this topic. 

When we first arrived in China, I 
sometimes took a taxi to my place 
of work. Most taxi drivers were 
very friendly, but I noticed they  
often asked the same two ques-
tions: 

1. Where am I from? and 2. 
How much money do I make in a 
month here?

Being a novice at the time, I felt 
ok answering that I was from 
England, since the land of England 
means ‘Hero country’ in Chi-
nese and most Chinese thought 
at the time that we were very 
‘developed’- a key word in their            
language.

英国 Yīngguó  England 

 I was unsure how to answer the 
second question as our handlers 
abroad had not prepared us for 
this small possibility. In the begin-
ning I said, ‘oh well not very much, 
I only work part time and so on.’ 
I thought that would be a good 
answer. 

I remember one day the same 
thing happened and this time 
another friendly taxi driver hit 
me with the ‘second question’! I 
felt led to say nothing and only 
smiled. I was in the back seat. 
There was a very long pause as 
the taxi driver started thinking.  
Finally, he broke out into a smile 
and then started laughing! Look-
ing in the mirror he said, ‘Oh yes, 
very good, very good! You are so 
rich, aren’t you?’ I just nodded and 
smiled back. He felt privileged 
that such a rich foreigner was 
sitting in his taxi. We parted cheer-
fully. Praise the Lord. Sometimes 
it’s better to say nothing. 

Deuteronomy 29:29

The secret things belong unto 
the LORD our God: but those 
things which are revealed belong 
unto us and to our children for 
ever, that we may do all the words 
of this law.
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