
the older sibling and that would 
have included a great deal of 
housework, as they didn’t have 
washing machines, Dishwash-
ers and one pot cookers for the 
work, no pizza delivery and no 
TV or Computer to get a few 
minutes break on afterwards. 

I think, perhaps Martha, like 
many people or many of us, had 
already gone down that road, 
although being a believer in 
Jesus, had switched off to fol-
lowing Him in the fullest sense 
of the Word, to being resigned 
to her jobs and responsibilities, 
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    Some time ago, I felt like God 
was telling me, ‘I want you to 
read My Word and be in prayer 
for 3 hours a day.’ I have normally 
learned by now to reply to what I 
think God is saying by ‘yes, I will 
be willing to do that, please help 
me’, perhaps when I was younger, 
I might have said ‘Lord, You have 
got t’ be joking!’  and discard the 
idea. 

   Without going into details, my 
life is very busy, probably like 
yours, so I won’t bore you with my 
details, responsibilities, ministries, 
family, and other daily human 
‘worries’. So, this idea of ‘praying 
and being in the Word 3 hours 
a day’ actually appealed to me 
because I thought, ‘I really don’t 
feel I can do that’. Presently I have 
nothing to report about this as I 
am just getting into the organising 
and thinking how I am going to do 
that better mode. (Updates may 
come in the future).

However, as I first prayed about 
this idea, what did come to me 
was the story about Mary and 
Martha.

 

   Now we have all probably heard 
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sermons and lessons and so on 
about this story. We hear all kinds 
of lessons about people Jesus 
met; blind Bartimaeus, the woman 
at the well, Zacchaeus the little, 
short tax collector, the Roman 
Centurion and many others. Here 
is what I felt God was showing 
me when I started to study about 
Mary and Martha. 

   Most of what we know about 
Mary and Martha is taken from 
the end of Luke chapter 10 and 
the whole chapter of John 11.

Now it seems Martha was older 
than Mary, because apparently, 
she owned the house where  
Lazarus, she and Mary lived. 
(Luke 10:38 Amplified Bible) 
Martha, therefore, possibly had 
that burden in her heart of being 

LESSONS ABOUT 
MARY AND MARTHA



while that silly and unpredictable 
younger sister of hers, Mary, had 
no such worries or compunctions! 

   Mary had previously shown her 
devotion to Jesus by pouring a 
whole bunch of expensive per-
fume over Jesus’ feet and wiping 
his feet with her hair. Obviously, 
the hunger in her heart for Jesus 
and what He was saying was very 
strong, this spiritual hunger domi-
nated her soul, as it should in 
each of us each day. We can pray 
for this type of hunger. Matthew 
5:6 

 I acknowledge the beautiful 
children’s Bible books series, 
whose illustrations I am using 
here, called ‘ME TOO’ by Candle 
Books, with excellent text and 
illustrations for quite young chil-
dren! 

   “Now while they were on their 
way, it occurred that Jesus en-
tered a certain village, and a  
woman named Martha received 
and welcomed Him into her 
house. And she had a sister 
named Mary, who seated herself 
at the Lord’s feet and was listen-
ing to His teaching. But Martha 
[overly occupied and too busy] 
was distracted with much serving; 

and she came up to Him and said, 
Lord, is it nothing to You that my 
sister has left me to serve alone? 
Tell her then to help me [to lend a 
hand and do her part along with 
me]! ...”

 So, Martha found it very easy to 
complain to Jesus, because after 
all, He was wise, and He would 
understand that doing the house-
work and being responsible and 
keeping stuff clean was the num-
ber one thing. Everyone knew that. 
Jesus though had other thoughts 
and suggestions: 

Luke 10: 41 But the Lord replied 

to her, “Martha, Martha, you are 
worried and bothered and anxious 
about so many things; 42 but only 
one thing is necessary, for Mary 
has chosen the good part [that 
which is to her advantage], which 
will not be taken away from her.” 
Well, this advice must have hit 
poor Martha like a ton of bricks! 
And to top it off, Jesus sided with 
her younger sister who was so 
seemingly lazy! 

  It is very good for us sometimes 
to be hit with something like a 
‘ton of bricks’,** because after we 
have been operating in a certain 
mindset for years and years, if 
other people have mentioned our 
thinking might be wrong, would 
we listen?, if through sickness, 
death in the family, accidents and 
other ways God tried to speak to 

us, would we listen? No not really. 
I pray I don’t die before I change 
and learn what God is teaching 
me in this life. I don’t want to 
be like Martha, but maybe I am 
already. 

   Jesus said this to Martha for 
her own good, and since He had 
affection for both the sisters and 
Lazarus, He was not averse to tell-
ing her the Truth in Love. We are 
worried and anxious about many 
things! How awful to be that way. 

  In the last few years especially 
at times of some great personal 
crises that I have gone through in 
my life and an almost never-end-
ing series of stressful situations 
to handle, I have learned to lie 
down or sit down and pray out 
loud usually, and cast every little 
thing I am stressed about, and to 
which I don’t see a solution for, 
onto the Lord Himself. He does 
not want me to be worried and 
anxious about ‘so many things’. I 
feel God has helped me progress 
in this area, although I am still far 
from arriving at the goal of ‘no 
worries’ as modern people like to 
say!  

 So that’s the first angle about 
Mary and Martha, but there’s 
more! As we get into John chapter 
11, we see more of this attitude of 
both Martha and Mary. 

   Presuming you are familiar 
with this amazing chapter of this 
significant raising Lazarus from 
the dead I will continue. Let’s cut 
to the chase. Jesus finally arrives 
at the dead man’s tomb; he had 
in fact waited an extra two days 
where he was for some specific 
reason. Lazarus had been buried 
and by the time Jesus FINALLY 
arrived, poor Lazarus had been 
dead for 4 days already! 

   Now I have seen people rise 
from the dead a few times in my 
life, and one of them was my own 
daughter who died for some time, 
when she was 10 months from 
Whooping cough. 



Martha was the first to go and 
meet Jesus and note her reaction 
again and what Jesus said to her. 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found 
that Lazarus had already been 
in the tomb for four days. 18 
Now Bethany was less than two 
miles[b] from Jerusalem, 19 and 
many Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to comfort them in the 
loss of their brother. 20 When 
Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went out to meet him, 
but Mary stayed at home.

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, 
“if you had been here, my broth-
er would not have died. 22 But I 
know that even now God will give 
you whatever you ask.” That’s a 
good beginning especially the 
last sentence. 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your broth-
er will rise again.”

24 Martha answered, “I know he 
will rise again in the resurrection 
at the last day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. The one 
who believes in me will live, even 
though they die; 26 and whoever 
lives by believing in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?”

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I be-
lieve that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, who is to come into 
the world.”

28 After she had said this, she 
went back and called her sister 
Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” 
she said, “and is asking for you.” 
29 When Mary heard this, she got 
up quickly and went to him. 30 
Now Jesus had not yet entered 
the village, but was still at the 
place where Martha had met him.

So then Mary went to meet Je-
sus, she was waiting for the call of 
the Master. Let’s move on to the 
lesson in verses 39-40. 39 “Take 
away the stone,” He (Jesus) said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sis-
ter of the dead man, “by this time 
there is a bad odour, for he has 

been there four days.” (natural, 
carnal reasoning) 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not 
tell you that if you believe, you will 
see the glory of God?” Jesus used 
a negative question. This is fasci-
nating. It often means that we are 
being told something we should 
have already known. You think 
about how often you use that 
grammatical phrase or others use 
it with you. Neither one of them 
is a positive situation. We should 
avoid doing everything we can 
to use this type of ‘but’ with the 
Lord, so we don’t get His ‘Didn’t I 
just tell you’ reply! 

It’s a good lesson, because Mar-
tha was usually mind-setted to do 
things in the natural, physical and 
facts and what she could under-
stand with her brain, she could not 
resist saying to Jesus But, Lord! 
Those two words, ‘But’ and ‘Lord’, 
only one of them is true, if God 
calls you to do something will you 
say ‘But’ or will you say ‘Lord’?  
You can only always say one of 
these two words. Your whole 
future and usefulness and happi-
ness will depend on which one of 
these two words you personally 
choose. 

Finally, you will notice that Mary 
also met Jesus after waiting for 
His Call. She said something quite 
similar 

32 When Mary reached the place 
where Jesus was and saw him, 
she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.” However, 
unlike Martha she didn’t use the 
negative ‘but’ word, but (!) rather 
she fell at His feet in respect and 
worship and belief. 

Now can you see the correla-
tion between how much time 
we spend with the Lord and love 
Him and  how we react when God 
is challenging us with a test or 
trying of our faith to believe in 
Him for something?  If you have 
not been spending time with the 
Lord, and loving Him and His 

Word and pouring your expensive 
perfume over His feet and wiping 
them with your tears, then you 
will assuredly not be able to stand 
the tests of today nor even of the 
much greater tests of next year 
and the future, which I assure you 
dear readers will be far more than 
they are today! 

May we pray earnestly NOW for 
the Lord to turn us into 
 ‘Marys’ from now on and not 
remain ‘Marthas’. You wont regret 
that! Amen. Praise the Lord. 

Love in Christ, Jerry 

** What does a ton of bricks 
mean?   very hard or severely

Definition of ‘like a ton of bricks’   
informal. : very hard or severely 
The loss of his job hit him like a 
ton of bricks.

1 Timothy 4: 15 Practice and 
cultivate and meditate upon these 
(Spiritual) duties; throw yourself 
wholly into them [as your minis-
try], so that your progress may be 
evident to everybody.
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