
I’m going to use the Ampli-
fied version and make a few 
comments here and there, 
not only about Human Rights 
but other things on my heart.

31 When the Son of Man 
comes in His glory (His 
majesty and splendour), and 
all the holy angels with Him, 
then He will sit on the throne 
of His glory. (Jesus earned 
the ‘Right’ to sit on this 
throne to judge the nations)

32 All nations will be gath-
ered before Him, and He will 
separate them [the people] 
from one another as a shep-
herd separates his sheep 
from the goats;

33 And He will cause the 
sheep to stand at His right 
hand, but the goats at His 
left.
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How I love the Gospel of 
Matthew Chapter 25. This has 
always been one of my favour-
ite New Testament chapters, 
mainly because you have three 
parables or sections one after 
the other, culminating with the 
amazing information-packed 
description of Jesus Christ 
separating the world’s people 
at His second coming!

   Recently I had to laugh or 
chuckle, because in today’s 
modern world you hear so 
much about ‘Human Rights’. 
Human Rights are an incredibly 
good thing in many cases. Peo-
ple should have rights, rights 
to free speech, assembly and 
the pursuit of happiness and 
freedom of travel and work in 
some cases. ‘Human Rights’ in 
the language of today trumps 
everything else. You need the 
right to remain in the country 
you emigrated to even if you 
have committed crimes in that 
country. You need the right 
to do just about anything you 
think in your brain you have 
a right to do or say. But this 
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doesn’t really work with God 
actually, most of us will be 
pleased to hear.W

 
Why does Jesus uses the 
terms sheep and goats? Does 
He have a negative view of the 
goats? Goats have many good 
qualities, such as higher milk 
yield, faster reproduction, and 
thrive on lower class vegeta-
tion. In Mathew 25 in the orig-
inal Greek the word ἔρῐφος • 
(ériphos) is used meaning the 
male term for a baby goat. So 
Jesus’ reference to the sepa-
ration appears to be drawing 
on a well-known and regular 
occurrence in herding—the sep-
aration out and culling of the 
young male goats the herds-
men would do as a natural part 
of their work.

In other words, the focus is 
not on the different types of 
animals, but on the process of 
separation.

Let’s dig into this wonderful 
section of Matthew 25:31-46 
(end of chapter)

HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE 
SHEEP AND GOATS



(Goats and Sheep In the Bible: 
Separating Goats from the 
Sheep - YouTube Absolutely 
Brilliant! God bless this dear 
man! )

REWARDING THE SHEEP!

34 Then the King will say to 
those at His right hand, Come, 
you blessed of My Father [you 
favoured of God and appointed 
to eternal salvation], inher-
it (receive as your own) the 
kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. 
(Eternal Salvation is our right 
as God’s children, bought by 
the blood of Jesus. Here we 
can try to imagine, if possible, 
ALL NATIONS standing before 
Jesus on His Throne, and He is 
about to separate them in the 
same way a shepherd sepa-
rates sheep and goats! Wow! 
Try to ask the Spirit to help you 
picture this.)

35 For I was hungry and you 
gave Me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave Me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and 
you brought Me together with 
yourselves and welcomed and 
entertained and lodged Me,

36 I was naked and you 
clothed Me, I was sick and 
you visited Me with help and 
ministering care, I was in pris-
on and you came to see Me. 
(Here Jesus Christ shares why 
the ‘sheep’ were going to be 
blessed now to inherit eternal 
life and inherit God’s Kingdom, 
because in their lifetime they 
made that effort and respond-
ed to Love to take care of and 
visit others in need and have 

had Compassion. By helping 
the poor, sick, prisoners, wid-
ows and many others, they 
were vicariously doing those 
good works to Jesus Himself. 
Jesus is well pleased with 
these people, who have been 
chosen or taken out of all na-
tions on the planet—Sheep!)  

   (Now in the Amplified Bible 
it provides a cross reference 
to this Matthew 25:36 which 
is quite astonishing in Isaiah 
58:7. The first phrase of this 
verse (which) says: 7 Is it not 
to divide your bread with the 
hungry and bring the homeless 
poor into your house. When 
I read this yesterday a lot of 
things happened in my heart. 
I was familiar with this verse 
but never in this translation. 
Bring the homeless poor to MY 
house? That’s the ‘fast’ in Isai-
ah 58 that God is asking for. 
Its not negotiable or changea-
ble and it fits right in with my 
being a ‘sheep’ along also with 
James 1:27** one of my fa-
vourite verses I cherish about 
what I should really be doing 
with my life.

  I now have to pray about this 
and how and when I can do 
this. Obviously, I don’t feel the 
Lord wants me to bring home-
less drug users or alcoholics 
into my house as I have a child/
children here, or demon-pos-
sessed people, however I 
should be able to seek and find 
and look at this situation and 
ask God in 100% earnestness 
what He wants me to do. I am 
going to work on it and pray. I 
ask prayer for that, thank you 
so much.

37 Then the just and upright 
will answer Him, Lord, when did 
we see You hungry and gave 
You food, or thirsty and gave 
You something to drink? (Of-
ten, we sheep, don’t realise the 

good we have done deserves 
any reward or blessings, so 
here the Sheep question the 
Lord, the Great Shepherd, when 
did we ever do that?)

38 And when did we see You 
a stranger and welcomed and 
entertained You, or naked and 
clothed You?

39 And when did we see You 
sick or in prison and came to 
visit You?

40 And the King will reply to 
them, Truly I tell you, in so far 
as you did it for one of the 
least [in the estimation of men] 
of these My brethren, you did 
it for Me. (MMM, very inter-
esting, helping those who are 
least esteemed by man)

**  James 1:27 External re-
ligious worship [religion as it 
is expressed in outward acts] 
that is pure and unblemished 
in the sight of God the Father is 
this: to visit and help and care 
for the orphans and widows in 
their affliction and need, and to 
keep oneself unspotted and un-
contaminated from the world.

PASSING ON THE JUDGE-
MENT TO THE GOATS!

41 Then He will say to those 
at His left hand, Begone from 
Me, you cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels!

42 For I was hungry and you 
gave Me no food, I was thirsty 
and you gave Me nothing to 
drink,

43 I was a stranger and you 
did not welcome Me and enter-
tain Me, I was naked and you 
did not clothe Me, I was sick 
and in prison and you did not 
visit Me with help and minister-
ing care.

44 Then they also [in their 
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turn] will answer, Lord, when 
did we see You hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked 
or sick or in prison, and did not 
minister to You?

45 And He will reply to them, 
Solemnly I declare to you, in so 
far as you failed to do it for the 
least [in the estimation of men] 
of these, you failed to do it for 
Me.

46 Then they will go away into 
eternal punishment, but those 
who are just and upright and 
in right standing with God into 
eternal life.

   So, the Lord punishes the 
Goats who do the reverse of 
what the sheep do. The goats 
do nothing. They never help 
the poor, sick, downtrodden, 
prisoners, the naked, the wid-
ows, the orphans and hungry 
and thirsty, at least not in any 
significant way. Their minds do 
not want to see the potential of 
righteous giving and helping, 
because their spirits or minds 
are set on evil things. They may 
say, ‘But Lord I have the human 
right to free speech and to live 
my life how I want it. I pursued 
happiness and blah blah blah. 
(See also Luke 16:19-31!) This 
is so unfair, I’m taking this 
to social media and giving 
this judgment of the goats a 
thumbs down’

God bless you dear friends, I 
pray you have a fruitful week, 
and the Lord speaks to you 
through this precious passage 
of Scripture. If you enjoy these 
Weekly Christian Focus arti-
cles, please pass them on to all 
your friends and ask them to 
subscribe. Thank you.  Amen.

Love Jerry
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