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Luke 4: 16-30     Jesus kicks 
off his Galilean ministry in 
style! What we can learn 
from this!

The Jews basically rejected 
ALL the prophets that God 
had sent them throughout 
centuries, even millennia! 

Just about all the prophets 
God sent them were also 
Jews themselves.  The major-
ity of these prophets brought 
very unpopular messages. 
Historically speaking, this was 
the time when the Jews were 
God’s people.  God was more 
than merciful and patient with 
them for centuries. 

So, when John the Baptist and 
then Jesus came it was the 
last chance for that particular 
generation of Jews to repent. 
We all know the results.  (Luke 
19:41-44 and see further links 
at the end). 

For some reason Luke 4 has 
always been one of my fa-
vourite chapters, especially 
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this section between verses 
16-30. 

Let’s check it out, using the 
Amplified Classic Version, 
paying special attention to 
verses 24-28.  

Luke 4: 16 So He came to 
Nazareth, that Nazareth, 
where He had been brought 
up, and He entered the syn-
agogue, as was His custom 
on the Sabbath day. And He 
stood up to read.

17 And there was handed to 
Him [the roll of] the book of 
the prophet Isaiah. He opened 
(unrolled) the book and found 
the place where it was written,

18 The Spirit of the Lord [is] 
upon Me, because He has 
anointed Me [the Anointed 

One, the Messiah] to preach 
the good news (the Gospel) 
to the poor; He has sent Me 
to announce release to the 
captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to send 
forth as delivered those 
who are oppressed [who 
are downtrodden, bruised, 
crushed, and broken down 
by calamity],

19 To proclaim the accepted 
and acceptable year of the 
Lord [the day [l]when salva-
tion and the free favours of 
God profusely abound].

20 Then He rolled up the 
book and gave it back to 
the attendant and sat down; 
and the eyes of all in the 
synagogue were gazing 
[attentively] at Him.

21 And He began to speak 
to them: Today this Scrip-
ture has been fulfilled [m]
while you are present and 
hearing.

22 And all spoke well of Him 
and marvelled at the words 

NO PROPHET IS ACCEPTED IN HIS 
HOMETOWN/COUNTRY.



of grace that came forth from 
His mouth; and they said, Is 
not this Joseph’s [n]Son?

23 So He said to them, You will 
doubtless quote to Me this 
proverb: Physician, heal Your-
self! What we have learned by 
hearsay that You did in Ca-
pernaum, do here also in Your 
[own] town.

24 Then He said, Solemnly I 
say to you, no prophet is ac-
ceptable and welcome in his 
[own] town (country).

25 But in truth I tell you, there 
were many widows in Israel 
in the days of Elijah, when the 
heavens were closed up for 
three years and six months, so 
that there came a great famine 
over all the land;

26 And yet Elijah was not sent 
to a single one of them, but 
only to Zarephath in the coun-
try of Sidon, to a woman who 
was a widow.

27 And there were many lep-
ers in Israel in the time of 
Elisha the prophet, and yet 
not one of them was cleansed 
[by being healed]—but only 
Naaman the Syrian.

28 When they heard these 
things, all the people in the 
synagogue were filled with 
rage.

29 And rising up, they pushed 
and drove Him out of the town, 
and [laying hold of Him] they 
led Him to the [projecting] 
upper part of the hill on which 
their town was built, that they 
might hurl Him headlong 
down [over the cliff].

30 But passing through their 
midst, He went on His way.

Lessons we can learn from 
this story. I am sure the Holy 
Spirit will give you these and 
other lessons as well, as you 
meditate on this passage. But 
there are a few things that 
speak to me, while some are 
obvious, perhaps we can pray 
over this passage of scripture, 
and see what we can learn this 
week.

The main things I take from 
this are several. 

1. The number one I feel 
for me is that No prophet 
or ambassador for Christ is 
accepted in their own coun-
try or town.  Jesus grew up in 
that little village of Nazareth. 
This was the first place he 
was publicly rejected. People 
in Nazareth couldn’t see past 
this young man who lived and 
played with their children and 
was the ‘carpenter’s son’; so 
how could he now therefore 
be proclaiming himself the son 
of God or the Messiah, using 
the Messianic verses from Isai-
ah 61? It was too impossible. 
Their eyes were on the flesh. 

2. Jesus went on after 
telling the Jews that the scrip-
tures had now been fulfilled 
in Him. He then let them know 
they were not so special af-
ter all. He tells them that no 
prophet is accepted (by the 
people) in his own town. And 
in verses 25 to 27 which I 
love, he simply shows them 
how this was also true that 
in Elijah’s’ time of that long 
42-month famine, God did not 
send Elijah to a Jewish widow 
of whom there were many, but 
to a foreigner, a dirty gentile 
and a widow in Zarephath, a 

Sidonian town far to the north 
of Israel. Bible Map: Zarephath 
(bibleatlas.org). Likewise, only 

Naaman the Syrian leper and 
army general was healed 
under Elisha’s ministry, despite 
there being tons of good Jew-
ish lepers in Israel at this time. 
The unspoken question Jesus 
is asking is WHY?  

3. Because the people of 
Nazareth interpret this as be-
ing that they were not worthy 
of God’s message and protec-
tion and healing, they were im-
mediately offended and per-
secuted their own hometown 
son and attempted to kill him.  
(V 28-30) 

• What about us today? 
Are you a person living in your 
hometown or are you some-
one far away in another land? 
Doubtless you will be perse-
cuted if you follow Christ sin-
cerely, but have you had that 
experience of finding it more 
difficult to share the gospel in 
your hometown or even coun-
try? I definitely have! 

https://bibleatlas.org/zarephath.htm
https://bibleatlas.org/zarephath.htm


• And so, we can ask the 
question also; if this is true, 
where should we really be 
preaching the Gospel and 
which groups of people are 
most hungry for that mes-
sage? Jesus had to come to 
the Jews first to give them 
a chance according to the 
plan of God, but we have 
the option today of deciding 
where to sow our seeds and 
to pray to find the most fer-
tile grounds. We should not 
feel guilty if God directs to a 
certain community or level or 
type or even race of people, 
but we should ask God, Lord 
who do you want me to reach? 

There may be a certain type 
of people God wishes you to 
reach. I ask you to pray about 
this this week, it may change 
your life entirely. Stop sowing 
your seeds on the cold stony 

ground and the thorny ground 
and hearts, and instead think 
and see where the Incorrupti-
ble Seed of the Word of God 
will be most readily and hap-
pily accepted. Amen?  Time 
is too short to waste on those 
who really don’t want the pre-
cious Gospel. 

• I pray this message 
will find a space in your heart 
to pray about your ministry 
for the Lord and meditate on 
whether we also are like the 
Jews or are our hearts open 

and ready for God to move in 
them and heal and supply for 
us? 

Luke 4:16-30 -- Hometown 
Reception of Jesus Turns Ugly 
Fast — Bibleoutlines.com | 
Sermons | Commentaries | 
Bible Study Resources  An ex-
cellent article/study and says 
exactly and more what I am 
saying here. 

Hometown Disadvantage 
(thegospelcoalition.org) similar 
but for the more academically 
minded.

 Cliffhanger | Luke 4:16-30 - 
YouTube a clear message from 
this dear Catholic priest in 
India on this chapter. 

Fall of Jerusalem Siege of Je-
rusalem (70 CE) - Wikipedia  

Siege of Jerusalem 70 AD 
- Great Jewish Revolt DOCU-
MENTARY - YouTube

https://www.bibleoutlines.com/blog/luke-416-30-hometown-reception-of-jesus-turns-ugly-fast
https://www.bibleoutlines.com/blog/luke-416-30-hometown-reception-of-jesus-turns-ugly-fast
https://www.bibleoutlines.com/blog/luke-416-30-hometown-reception-of-jesus-turns-ugly-fast
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/conference_media/hometown-disadvantage/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/conference_media/hometown-disadvantage/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=_6l6laKlmVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=_6l6laKlmVs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Jerusalem_(70_CE)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Jerusalem_(70_CE)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=KE4hmrvZLIQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=KE4hmrvZLIQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=KE4hmrvZLIQ
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The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; 
because the Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek; he 

hath sent me to bind up the brokenheart-
ed, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound;

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all that mourn;

3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, 
to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil 
of joy for mourning, the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness; that they might 
be called trees of righteousness, the plant-
ing of the Lord, that he might be glorified.


