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Beware when all men speak well 
of you.

There are three lessons in this 
edition:

1. Popularity is a deception 
and a temptation that you need to 
spiritually resist.

2. Popularity is not always a 
bad thing if it’s God ordained.

3. Popularity is an evil 
obsession in the world and an 
ungodly attitude. 

1. Popularity is a deception 
and a temptation that you need to 
resist.

Popularity in itself is not always 
wrong, and God allows it at times 
in our lives as His Servants. How-
ever, we know that we are not part 
of the world and here are a few 
scriptures we should think about 
when we have that almost daily 
temptation to be accepted and 
loved by the ‘world’. 

John 15:19-20 (Jesus said) ‘If you 
belonged to the world, the world 
would love [you as] its own and 
would treat you with affection. 
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But you are not of the world [you 
no longer belong to it], but I have 
chosen you out of the world. And 

because of this the world hates 
you. 20 Remember [and continue 
to remember] that I told you, ‘A 
servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted Me, 
they will also persecute you. If 
they kept My word, they will keep 
yours also.’

     You can see in these verses, 
the place where people stopped 
loving Jesus was because of the 
things He said! And so it is with 
us. We may wish to be friends 
with people. We may yearn to be 
accepted by our family and friends 
and work colleagues etc, but if we 
are to stay faithful to Jesus Christ, 
we have to also proclaim His 
message and eventually with some 
people that means that whereas 
before they liked you or thought 
you were cool, they now think badly 
of you. 

Welcome to the club! Welcome to 
the likes of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezeki-

el, Daniel. In these days it’s very 
important that you understand 
this one point so you can more 
easily stay loyal to God and not 
be so surprised if others turn 
against you.  

I remember when I met Jesus 
when I was seventeen. It was 
the first time I saw my father 
cry as I informed him I wanted 
to become a missionary next 
year and drop out of school and 
my mother sent for a psychi-
atrist and the local church of 
England vicar who duly visited 
me and we had a long talk. 

If you have a problem with 
people not liking you because 
you love Christ, that is a serious 
problem, and you should ask 
people to pray for you.  

THE CURSE OF POPULARITY



Ask the Lord to fill you with His Holy Spirit. 

2. Popularity is not always a bad thing if it’s God ordained.

When popularity is ok. 

Popularity is great when you are in the Will of God. This type of popularity is usually for a specific time period 
and nearly always has an end. Let me give you a personal example. 

    The time we spent in China was special because God brought us there at the exact peak time of our lives 
when we were in our late 40’s! we had mission experience already, we knew what we were supposed to try to 
do there, we had good health and we had a willing mind and were committed. Because of this God opened 
some doors for me and quite a lot of our colleagues there. 

In my case I became ‘the most popular’ English teacher in the two or three places I worked, which were run 
by International and Chinese oil companies. My job was to train the new workers (University Graduates) in 
English. The Lord gave me a long and lucrative contract and many of these very precious young men received 
Jesus. We formed very close bonds with many of them and some of them visited our home.

Later I was vetted and allowed by the regional government to be the only foreigner to go to the South China 
Sea and teach English on the oil rigs. These were all Chinese-run enterprises. Here I spent 28 days teaching 
and 28 days back on land. Again, I met many of God’s sheep and became ‘popular’. 

Later we moved to north China, and I officially became ‘the most popular teacher’ in the night school of one 
regional capital city. This opened doors of ‘respect’ and influence also to me in other areas and invitations to 
other personal events and people’s houses, wealthy people at times. God opened these doors, and we knew 
that. We just followed. Those dear precious Chinese who received the Lord, well some of them are still going 
for God today. God bless them. 

Popularity in this way for God, is like a wave. Your job is to ride the wave until eventually it will come crash-
ing down on some shore and the time is over. So, take advantage of that wave if God has given it to you. It 
will definitely not last forever. You may sometimes think it will, but you are deluded to think that way. 

3. Popularity is an evil obsession in the world and an ungodly attitude. 

Jesus Himself was at one point, wildly popular. The disciples of John the Baptist moved on to follow Jesus 
with John’s blessing. Jesus was mobbed everywhere he went as people ‘pressed upon Him’ during those 
three and a half years of ministry. Jesus was riding the wave and giving the Gospel to Galilee, Samaria and 
Judea. Jesus did not need the popularity for his own ego, ‘he knew what was in man’. He knew the evil nature 
of man and how fickle their love and loyalty was. 

Jesus understood popularity was just a means to an end. 

Yet in the world, everything in the present world is based on popularity now. I don’t need to get into this, just 
look around you this week. See and sense the insane obsession people have with being popular or making 
others popular. And you can be sure in many cases their opinions are wrong anyway, because ‘man looks on 
the outward appearance, but God looks on the heart’. Amen?  

Let’s pray this week that God will deliver us from all ‘popularity’ unless it is His popularity. Let’s grow up spirit-
ually, and not be like the world and finally let’s really rejoice when others dislike us, hate us and persecute us 
for belonging to Jesus. The time is far spent when we should allow ourselves to think like the world. 

God bless you. 

Until next week, 

Jerry 
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“ But you shall receive 
power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be 
[c]witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the 
earth.”” — Acts 1:8

Discernment lesson: the curse of popularity, Beth Moore, and Billy Graham (the-end-time.blogspot.
com) 

Is the Desire for Popularity Ruining the Christian Message | by Joe Puentes | Medium 

What does the Bible say about popularity / wanting to be popular? | GotQuestions.org  excellent arti-
cle. 

http://the-end-time.blogspot.com/2011/11/discernment-lesson-curse-of-popularity.html
http://the-end-time.blogspot.com/2011/11/discernment-lesson-curse-of-popularity.html
https://medium.com/@joe.puentes/is-the-desire-for-popularity-ruining-the-christian-message-1f357d197990
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-popularity.html

